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The Chief Ministers of West Bengal and Tamil Nadu, Mamata Banerjee and M.K. Stalin, respectively, 

have jointly proposed a convention of non-BJP Chief Ministers. The initiative is still nascent and there is no 

clear agenda or a definite date but the political context is amply clear. Relations between the Centre and the 

States ruled by Opposition parties are strained due to various factors, ranging from questions related to GST, 

the partisan behaviour of central agencies, the Centre’s move to give itself absolute powers in the transfer of 

IAS, IPS and IFS officers and the overbearing attitude of several Governors. The relations among States are 

also fraying in many instances even as the Centre’s moral authority to be a neutral arbiter is at a low. The 

tendency to mobilise political support in one State by berating other States, though not new, seems to have 

acquired an additional edge with the BJP drawing its support from the northern and western regions, while 

the Opposition holds on to the southern region in general. A communal angle is occasionally added, as Uttar 

Pradesh CM Yogi Adityanath did last week in branding West Bengal, Kerala or Kashmir, apparently for the 

high levels of political power enjoyed by Muslims there. In Parliament recently, Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi and Congress leader Rahul Gandhi had a heated debate on the scope and limits of Indian federalism. 

 

The autonomy of the States in their relations with the Centre depended less on any ideological 

distinction between parties than on the nature of power sharing among them. When the government at the 

Centre is dependent on regional parties for survival, it is more accommodative towards the aspirations of 

constituent groups — linguistic, religious, ethnic or political. The 2014 victory of the BJP brought an end to 

the coalition era that had lasted for 25 years. The current upheaval among parties in power in States is 

related to larger questions debated in Parliament but there are individual factors too. The TRS is anxious 

about the BJP’s push to expand in Telangana; the DMK is anxious to protect its social justice politics from the 

Centre’s unilateralism; the TMC, though it emerged victorious over the BJP in last year’s Assembly election in 

West Bengal, still has scores to settle; the Shiv Sena in Maharashtra is determined to protect its turf from the 

former ally’s persistent encroachment attempts. For individual factors of power politics, some CMs and State 

parties could be less enthusiastic than the TMC, DMK, TRS and Sena in confronting the BJP and the Centre. 

Andhra Pradesh CM and YSRCP leader Jagan Mohan Reddy and Odisha CM and BJD chief Naveen Patnaik 

might consider it prudent to protect their respective turfs in tacit acquiescence with the BJP. A convention of 

the CMs can articulate the concerns of States but it should guard against turning into an occasion for 

counterproductive polemic rooted in electoral calculations. 

 

 centre (noun) – centre point. 

 convention (noun) – conference, meeting, 

assembly, gathering, summit. 

 drown (verb) – overpower, overwhelm, override. 

 polemic (noun) – argumentation, 

argument/dispute, disputation. 

 nascent (adjective) – just beginning, emerging, 

rising, advancing, burgeoning. 

 context (noun) – circumstances, conditions, 

situation. 

 amply (adverb) – sufficiently, satisfactorily, 

(more than) enough. 

 clear (adjective) – obvious, evident, plain, 

apparent, palpable, visible, discernible, 

noticeable, recognizable. 

 strain (verb) – overtax, overwork, overburden, 

overreach,  make too many demands on, exert 

excessively, push to the limit. 

 partisan (adjective) – biased, prejudiced, one-

sided. 

 central agencies (plural noun) – the central 

agencies are organizations in the executive 

branch that co-ordinate the activities of, and 

provide guidance to the operating ministries and 

agencies; e.g. Central Bureau of Investigation 

(CBI), Directorate of Enforcement (ED), Income 

Tax Department (IT) and etc. 

 absolute (adjective) – complete, total; full, 

supreme, unconditional, boundless, unrestricted. 

 overbearing (adjective) – dominating, autocratic, 

oppressive, high-handed. 

 fray (verb) – strain, overtax, irritate, put on edge, 

make edgy, make tense. 

 moral authority (noun) – The quality or 

characteristic of being respected for having good 

character or knowledge, especially as a source of 

guidance or an exemplar of proper conduct. 

 neutral (adjective) – impartial, unbiased, 

unprejudiced, non-partisan, even-handed, 

equitable, fair. 
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 arbiter (noun) – mediator, conciliator, 

intervenor, go-between, negotiator, peacemaker 

 tendency (noun) – inclination, disposition, 

leaning, penchant.  

 mobilise (verb) – (of resources) bring together 

for a specific cause. 

 berate (verb) – criticize or scold or yell at 

someone angrily; condemn, castigate, rebuke, 

reprimand vehemently. 

 edge (noun) – advantage, lead, head start, trump 

card. 

 draw (verb) – attract, win, capture, hold, allure, 

entice. 

 hold on to (phrase) – hold, hang on to, grasp, 

grip, cling to. 

 in general (phrase) – generally, normally, most of 

the time. 

 angle (noun) – perspective, point of view, 

viewpoint, standpoint, position, side, aspect. 

 occasionally (adverb) – sometimes, from time to 

time, now and then, at times. 

 brand (verb) – characterize, label, classify, 

categorize. 

 apparently (adverb) – seemingly, evidently, it 

appears that; supposedly. 

 heated (adjective) – intense, vehement, fiery. 

 scope (noun) – purpose or intention; purview. 

 federalism/federal framework/system (noun) – 

a system of government in which establishments 

such as states or provinces share power with a 

national government. 

 autonomy (noun) – independence, freedom; 

self-government, self-rule. 

 ideological (adjective) – relating to a system of 

ideas (ideology). 

 distinction (noun) – difference, contrast, 

dissimilarity, divergence, variance, variation. 

 accommodative (adjective) – accommodating, 

cooperative, helpful, generous, friendly. 

 aspiration (noun) – ambition, hope, desire, urge, 

wish. 

 constituent (adjective) – integral. 

 linguistic (adjective) – relating to language; 

lingual. 

 ethnic (adjective) – relating to a population 

subgroup (cultural, national, traditional/folk) 

with a common national or cultural tradition. 

 bring an end to (phrase) – to stop, finish, or 

complete something. 

 coalition (noun) – alliance, union, partnership. 

 upheaval (noun) – disruption, turmoil, disorder, 

chaos, mayhem. 

 anxious (adjective) – worried, concerned, 

distressed, bothered. 

 push (noun) – advance, foray, campaign; 

endeavour, striving, effort; drive, ambition, 

motivation. 

 social justice (noun) – the equal access to 

wealth, opportunities, and privileges within a 

society.  

 unilateralism (noun) – a method of taking 

decisions (on international relations) by a state 

(country) individually without considering other 

states (countries). 

 victorious (adjective) – successful, triumphant, 

winning. 

 settle a score (phrase) – take revenge, hit back at 

someone, retaliate, get even, pay someone back. 

 determined (adjective) – insistent on, resolved 

on, firm about, committed to; single-minded 

about, obsessive about, fixated on. 

 turf (noun) – territory, domain, province; area of 

influence, sphere of influence.  

 ally (noun) – partner, supporter, confederate. 

 encroachment (noun as modifier) – intrusion, 

infiltration, incursion, trespass, invasion. 

 enthusiastic (adjective) – eager, keen, zealous, 

excited, energetic. 

 confront (verb) – challenge, square up to, 

oppose, resist, defy, tackle, face up to. 

 prudent (adjective) – wise, sensible, far-sighted. 

 tacit (adjective) – implicit, understood, implied, 

hinted, suggested. 

 acquiescence (noun) – consent/approval, 

agreement, acceptance. 

 articulate (verb) – express, pronounce, state, 

point out. 

 guard against (verb) – take care for, beware of, 

keep watch for, be alert to. 

 turn into (phrasal verb) – be 

transformed/changed into. 

 occasion (noun) – (special) event, gathering; 

time, moment, point. 

 counterproductive (adjective) – harmful, 

damaging, dangerous/destructive. 

 be rooted in (verb) – have (something) as an 

origin/cause for something else. 

************************************************************************************* 

http://www.vanik.org/


 

3 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (16
th

-MARCH-2022) 

 Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph. :8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

 

The Indian Premier League (IPL) auction held over the weekend at Bengaluru reflected financial heft 

and fresh hopes. That a league, domestic in spirit and international in flavour, can cope with two pandemic 

years and still remain economically robust is a pointer to its marketing viability and strong financial 

underpinnings. Nearly ₹552 crore, ₹551.7 crore to be precise, was spent by 10 franchises as they sought to 
bolster their squads with a bouquet of players with varied skill sets. Surely the IPL has come a long way since 

Adam Gilchrist admitted to feeling like a cow after the maiden auction ahead of the inaugural edition in 2008. 

Cut to the present, players kept a tab through live television and were quick to react through their social-

media handles. With two new teams in the fray – Gujarat Titans and Lucknow Super Giants – and other 

squads in the rebuilding phase after retaining a few stars, it was not surprising that 204 players went under 

the hammer with 67 of them being overseas cricketers. Even the health crisis of original auctioneer Hugh 

Edmeades was tided over as his replacement Charu Sharma stepped up to the task well. Wicket-keeper 

batter Ishan Kishan snapped up at ₹15.25 crore by Mumbai Indians was the most expensive buy and at 23, 
the Jharkhand player is seen as someone who can replicate M.S. Dhoni’s template. 

 

The auction also reflected team cultures with defending champion Chennai Super Kings (CSK) buying 

back its erstwhile core members. The outfit got Dwayne Bravo, Ambati Rayudu and Robin Uthappa which is in 

sync with skipper Dhoni’s philosophy of having an established group. Mumbai Indians meanwhile spent ₹8 
crore on injured England speedster Jofra Archer, seeing him as a long-term investment and a potent ally of 

Jasprit Bumrah. Some of India’s under-19 stars too found their moment under the sun but as many of their 

seniors would vouch, they remain a work in progress. Through its ‘performance-age-marketability-

availability-economics’ matrix, the auction also serves as a ruthless mirror. That Suresh Raina, a bonafide CSK 

star, along with Steve Smith, Aaron Finch and Eoin Morgan, found no takers is instructive. Years ago, Brian 

Lara was overlooked as he was deemed old. The Board of Control for Cricket in India allowed the Ranji Trophy 

to suffer a break in the 2020-21 season citing the pandemic but moved mountains to get the IPL bandwagon 

run smoothly and it revealed how the league’s financial muscle has the last word. The Ranji Trophy is back for 

now while talk about a women’s IPL still remains a nascent exercise. And just as in the previous years, the 

absence of Pakistan cricketers from the IPL is a pointer to sport never being immune from diplomatic 

pressures. 

 

 cash cow (noun) – something (a product/service) 

that is earning the company steady 

income/profit (over a period of time). 

 robust (adjective) – strong, powerful. 

 spirit (noun) – thoughts, ideas, intentions. 

 flavour (noun) – character, quality, feeling, 

ambience. 

 reflect (verb) – indicate, show, display, 

demonstrate, reveal, exhibit. 

 heft (noun) – influence, ability; weight/strength. 

 league (noun) – championship, competition, 

contest. 

 cope with (verb) – deal with, grapple with, 

handle/manage. 

 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of a 

new disease; The illness spreads around the 

world and typically affects a large number of 

people across a wide area. 

 pointer (noun) – indication, hint, signal, 

suggestion. 

 viability (noun) – ability, practicality, feasibility 

(to work successfully). 

 underpinning (noun) – support, foundation, 

base, pillar, strength, reinforcement, 

fortification. 

 to be precise (phrase) – used to indicate that a 

statement or information is exact/accurate & 

detailed/specific. 

 franchise (noun) – a professional sports team. 

 sought past tense of seek (verb) – try, aim, 

attempt. 

 bolster (verb) – strengthen, support, make 

stronger, reinforce, buttress. 

 squad (noun) – team. 

 bouquet (noun) – bunch.  

 varied (adjective) – diverse, diversified, mixed, 

manifold, wide-ranging. 

 come a long way (phrase) – to become very 

successful; to make considerable progress. 
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 admit (verb) – acknowledge, confess, reveal, 

make known, disclose, make public. 

 maiden (adjective) – first, initial, inaugural. 

 inaugural (adjective) – first, initial, maiden.  

 ahead of (phrase) – before, prior to, previous to. 

 cut to the present (phrase) – come to the 

present situation. 

 keep tabs on (phrase) – watch/observe the 

activities of; or keep an eye on development of 

something. 

 fray (noun) – competition, contest. 

 under the hammer (phrase) – for sale at an 

auction. 

 overseas (adjective) – foreign (country). 

 auctioneer (noun) – a person who conducts 

auctions. 

 tide over (phrasal verb) – help or support 

someone in difficulty; assist, give assistance to, 

keep someone going, sustain, survive, see 

through. 

 step up (phrasal verb) – come forward. 

 step up to the plate (phrase) – to take on or 

accept a challenge or a responsibility. 

 snap up (phrasal verb) – buy quickly/eagerly; 

take advantage of, grab, grab at, snatch, seize. 

 buy (noun) – purchase, deal, bargain, 

investment. 

 replicate (verb) – emulate, recreate, reproduce, 

copy. 

 template (noun) – model, pattern. 

 culture (noun) – ideas, customs, habits, ways. 

 defending (adjective) – competing to retain a 

championship in a sports league. 

 erstwhile (adjective) – old, previous, former, 

then. 

 outfit (noun) – team, group. 

 in sync (phrase) – in agreement; performing well 

together. 

 established (adjective) – accepted, well known, 

recognized. 

 potent (adjective) – strong, powerful, effective. 

 ally (noun) – partner, confederate.  

 one’s moment in the sun (phrase) – a brief 

period of time in which a person is very 

successful, famous, popular and also he/she 

draws so much attention during that time. 

 vouch (verb) – confirm, affirm, bear witness to, 

support, substantiate, prove, uphold, second, 

endorse, certify, warrant, validate, give 

assurance of. 

 in progress (phrase) – happening, occurring, 

taking place, proceeding. 

 matrix (noun) – template, pattern, frame/form. 

 ruthless (adjective) – unforgiving, unfeeling, 

uncaring, unsympathetic. 

 mirror (noun) – reflection. 

 bona fide (adjective) – genuine, real, authentic. 

 along with (phrase) – together with, 

accompanying. 

 instructive (adjective) – informative, 

instructional, informational, explanatory, telling, 

revealing; good example, case study. 

 overlook (verb) – neglect, ignore, disregard, turn 

a blind eye. 

 deem (verb) – consider, regard as, view as. 

 suffer (verb) – undergo, experience, be subjected 

to, receive. 

 cite (verb) – refer to, adduce, make reference to, 

invoke. 

 move mountains (phrase) – make every effort, 

pull out all the stops, do one’s best. 

 bandwagon (noun) – a popular activity/event 

that is currently become fashion. 

 run (verb) – operate, function, work, go, be in 

operation. 

 muscle (noun) – (figuratively) power, strength, 

might, force. 

 the last word (phrase) – final decision, final 

statement, definitive statement, conclusive 

comment; concluding remark, final remark, final 

say. 

 for now (phrase) – for the moment, for the 

present.  

 nascent (adjective) – just beginning, emerging, 

rising, advancing, burgeoning. 

 exercise (noun) – activity, task/work, 

assignment. 

 immune (adjective) – resistant, not subject, not 

liable, unsusceptible (from the effects of 

something). 

 diplomatic (adjective) – tactful, sensitive, subtle, 

delicate; consular, foreign-policy. 

 pressure (noun) – demand.  
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